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Marble Fen, Maine’s m o st o u tsta n d in g example of a ribbed fen, is home to 88 types
of vascular plants and 58 types of mosses. Its superior ranking is due to its well-developed ribbing,
nutrient-rich waters, presence of rare species, and high species diversity.

C

ontinuing its long history of gen
erously supporting th e M aine
Chapter’s work, the J.M . Huber C or
poration has donated a 265-acre tract
of land in northern Maine that encom
passes most of a distinctive wetland
community known as Marble Fen.
This gift by J.M . Huber follows ear
lier gifts o f 4,100-acre Crystal Bog in

C rystal and 6 7 3 -a cre Seboeis R iver
Gorge just east of Baxter Park. In addi
tion, J.M . Huber Corporation has sup
ported the C hapter’s work as a long
standing corporate member.
Marble Fen has been a Maine Chap
ter priority for protection for nearly a
decade. It is M aine’s most outstanding
example of a ribbed fen, a type of peat-

Continued next page

land that is rare in the lower 48 states,
although more common in northern
regions of Canada, Europe and Asia.
A ribbed fen is a transitional peatland, one that has begun to accumu
late peat, yet still receives most of its
nutrients through groundwater.
Ribbed fens are one type o f pat
terned fens, which display unusual
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M arble F en
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patterns of altern atin g linear pools,
called “flarks,” and vegetated ridges,
known as “strings.” T h e occurrences of
patterned fens form a sweeping band
from Alaska southeast across central
Canada and east throughout Quebec,
Labrador and the Maritime Provinces.
In the U nited States, ribbed fens have
been reported in Alaska and the north
ern reaches of Minnesota, W isconsin,
Michigan, New York and Maine.
Only 50 of M aine’s 7,000 peatlands
are classified as ribbed fens. Marble Fen’s
superior ranking is due to its well-devel
oped ribbing, its nutrient-rich waters,
presence of rare species, and high species
diversity.
From the edge of the fen, it appears
a lush, uniform lawn of sedges dotted
with the wispy white flowers of beaked
rush and co tto n grass. Its strings, or
ridges, are almost indistinguishable from
the sedge-carpeted flarks, or open pools.
From the air, however, Marble Fen’s
distinct ribbed pattern is striking, formed
by the wave-like shape of its parallel
peatland ridges, which run perpendic
ular to the general flow of water through
the fen.
O n e im p o rta n t c h a r a c te r is tic o f
uncom m on wetland habitats is their
support of unusual— and often rare—
plant and animal species, which have
adapted to their environment by evolv-

Above: Marble Fen;
right: grass pink (Calopogon pulchellus).

ing certain characteristics that can tol
erate the moisture and temperature con
ditions that surround them. A t the same
time, these conditions often limit the
diversity of species that can survive in
wetlands.
A few ribbed fens in Maine harbor an
array of unusual species, and M arble
Fen contains healthy populations of
several rare elements. It is one of fewer
than six known sites in Maine for sparse
flowered sedge (Carex tenuiflora), moor
msh (Juncus stygius), livid sedge (C . livida), and C . uiiegandii.
Interestingly, M aine’s only known
occurrences of two rare mosses ( Paludella squarrosa and M eesia triquetra ) —
denizens only of rich or “sweet” fens—
are both on Conservancy properties:
Marble Fen and Crystal Bog Preserve.
In addition, six species of orchids add
particular beauty to Marble Fen in spring
and early summer. These include grass
pink (Calopogon pulchellus), rose pogonia (Pogonia ophioglossoides), dragon’s
mouth orchid (Arethusa bulbosa), small
er purple fringed orchis ( Platanthera psycodes), green wood orchis (Platanthera
clavellata), and hooded lady’s tresses (Spi-

ranthes romanzoffiana).
Perhaps the most unusual feature of
M arble Fen is N orth A m erica’s only
known occurrence of a rare fungus (Sar-

Conservancy stewardship staff at
Marble Fen.
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coleotia turficola), previously reported
exclusively in G reat Britain. Future
in v e n to rie s may w ell rev eal o th er
uncommon species.
In light of the fact that most w et
lands’ challenging environmental con 
ditions preclude a great number of plant
and animal species, Marble Fen is also
noteworthy for its species richness. To
date, 88 species of vascular plants and
58 species of mosses have been record
ed. Animal life is also abundant; from
the air, moose, deer and bear tracks criss
cross the fen in every direction, and
researchers have noted the presence of
numerous songbird species.
The Conservancy hopes to eventually
acquire the small remaining portion of
Marble Fen not included in this gift.
The Maine Chapter is grateful to the
J.M . Huber Corporation for enabling
th e preservation o f one o f M a in e ’s
superlative wetland communities. T h e
Chapter’s stewardship program will over
see Marble Fen, which has been estab
lished as the Conservancy’s 87th pre
serve in Maine.
— JT

The Maine Chapter’s
Wetland Preserves

M a i n e ’s Wetlands
aine is noteworthy for the variety
and e x te n t o f its w etlands. O f
M aine’s total 21 m illion acres, 5.2 m il
lion acres are wetlands. (Sin ce colonial
times, 20 percent, or 1.3 m illion acres
o f th e s ta t e ’s w etlan d s h ave b een
destroyed. T h is statistic, however, is
substantially lower than the average 53
percent loss for the lower 48 states.)
During the past twenty years, wet
lands h ave en jo y e d a rem ark ab le
improvement in status in the public eye.
O nce considered biological wastelands,
wetlands are now understood to be some
of Earth’s most productive and valuable
ecosystems, providing feeding areas for
wildlife and nurseries for economically
im portant fish and shellfish species,
purifying water supplies, acting as a
buffer to protect coastlines, and har
boring numerous rare plant and animal
species.
However, not all wetlands are equal
ly productive or valuable on an ecolog
ical or economic scale. A wetland’s geol
ogy, soil composition, and especially its
hydrology dictate which plants and ani
mals can survive there, and also deter
mine its wetland classification.
T h e following briefly describes the
different types o f wetlands found in
Maine.

ollow ing is a list o f M ain e C h ap ter pre
serves th at include some o f M aine’s exem 
plary w etland ecosystem s. T o p ro tect the
easily damaged wetlands and th eir th re a t
ened and endangered plants, we ask th at
aspiring visitors co n ta ct th e C h ap ter office
for inform ation before considering a trip to
these preserves.

F
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S w a m p s — dom inated by trees and
shmbs, swamps form along small creeks,
slow-moving rivers, and basin and seep
age areas. Because the waters are slow
ly aerated, the dead plant and animal
material only partially decomposes,
forming mucky soils.
MARSHES— found along the shores of
oceans, lakes and rivers. T h e actions of
changing water levels, currents or waves
help keep marshes well aerated so that
any dead plant m aterial decomposes
completely and quickly. Cattails, reeds,
sedges, and grasses dominate the vege
tation. Trees are noticeably absent.

A ppleton B og (8 5 acres, A ppleton): D ense
ly wooded A tlantic white cedar bog. Contains
insectivorous sundews and p itcher plants.
C ry sta l B o g ( 4 ,1 0 2 a cre s, C rystal/ Sh erm a n ): O n e o f M a in e ’s largest peatland s.
S p ectacu lar exam ple o f a n o rth ern raised
bog, w hich blends into nu trien t-rich fens.
Harbors m ore th an 2 0 species o f rare and
endangered plant species.
G re a t W ass Island ( 1 ,5 7 9 a cre s, B e a ls ):
C o n ta in s in terestin g exam ples o f co astal
raised bogs th at support subarctic plants like
cranberry, crowberry, p itcher plant, sundew
and baked-apple berry.

Atlantic white cedar at Appleton Bog
preserve.
F ens — Fens are soggy lowlands fed pri
marily by mineral-rich, relatively alka
line groundwater. They are character
ized by sedges, some grasses, and low
shrubs. Slow water flow and low oxygen
levels significantly limit decomposition
in fens, resulting in the accumulation of
true peat. Fens are found along the edges
of small lakes, in wet depressions, areas
of groundwater discharge, or on nearly
level glacial outwash plains.
BOGS— Bogs develop in lakes or depres
sions where neither winds nor currents
aerate the water, and where most or all
of their water comes from precipitation,
making them extremely mineral-poor.
Sedges growing at the bog’s edge decom
pose to form a floating mat of peat.
Sphagnum mosses inhabiting the mat
increase the acidity of the surrounding
peat and waters. T h is acidity further
slows decomposition, encouraging more
peat to accum ulate, and the mat to
grow. Eventually, the bog may become
entirely filled in. Carnivorous plants,
black spmce, larch, orchids, and leatherleaf are common in Maine bogs.— J T

Indian and Fow l Meadow Islands ( 3 2 acres,
E m b d e n ): tw o islands in th e upper K e n 
nebec River that support characteristic hard
wood floodplain forests.
L arrab ee H e ath ( 4 2 7 acres, M ach iasp o rt):
C oastal raised bog co n tain in g such ch arac
teristic plants as crowberry, baked-apple berry,
and sphagnum mosses.
M a r b le F e n ( 2 6 5 a c r e s , T 6 R 7 / T 6 R 8
W E L S ): M ain e’s best exam ple o f a ribbed
fen . C o n ta in s num erous orchids and rare
p lant species. Please see article o n facing
page for more detail.
M is ta k e Is la n d ( 2 1 a c r e s , J o n e s p o r t ) :
Includes shrub-slope peatland. Boardw alk
enables view o f peatland w ithout damaging
th e fragile vegetation.
M u sq u ash P on d ( 2 0 5 a cre s, J e ff e r s o n ):
Unspoiled ponds and freshwater swamps, which
include bog species like leather leaf and Labrador
tea that grow on mats o f sphagnum moss.
P erh am B o g (3 7 acres, P erh a m ): A n o rth 
ern w hite cedar swamp, or “forested fe n .”
S h elters a co lle c tio n o f threaten ed plants
specifically adapted to this cool and nutrientrich wetland, including sm all round-leaved
orchis, w hite adder’s m outh, and showy and
yellow lady’s slipper.
Saco H e ath ( 4 7 5 acres, S a c o ): O n e o f the
n a tio n ’s southernm ost exam ples o f a raised
dom e peatland. C ritical hab itat for M ain e’s
larg est stan d o f th e g lo b ally th re a te n e d
A t l a n t i c w h ite c e d a r an d th e H e s s e l’s
hairstreak butterfly, w hich is found now here
else in M aine.
S t. C la ir ( 3 0 4 acres, N o rth p o rt): Protects
shoreline o f K n ig h t’s Pond and on e o f the
world’s northernmost stands o f A tlan tic white
cedar. Includes open bogs and swamps.
S u ck e r B ro o k ( 3 2 acres, L o v e ll): A halfm ile stretch o f brook protects portions o f
M o ose P ond and bord ering m arsh lands,
m aintained by beavers.
W oodlan d B o g ( 2 0 3 a cre s, W o o d la n d ):
A n o rth ern rich fen surrounded by cedar
swamp co n ta in in g num erous orchid s and
rare shru bs in clu d in g h o ary w illow and
swamp-fly honeysuckle.
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PRESERV E FEA TU RE:

Fernald’s Neck
N o t e : Many o f our members may not be

aware that the Maine Chapter manages
87 nature preserves throughout the state.
Periodically, we will include a feature on one
o f our preserves in the hopes that our members and friends will venture out, enjoy
our preserves, and see for themselves how
their contributions are working to protect
magnificent natural areas. Preserve fea
tures are excerpts from our preserve guide,
M aine Forever, available from the Chap
ter office at (207) 729-5181.

Fernald’s Neck Preserve
(3 1 5 acres, C a m d e n , L in c o ln v ille )
em ald’s N eck is one of the Maine
C hapter’s most popular preserves.
Dominated by thick stands of pine and
hardwoods, the preserve covers most of
a large peninsula th a t ju ts in to the
northern end of Megunticook Lake in
the towns of Camden and Lincolnville.
Encompassing more than 315 acres,
the preserve protects more than three
miles of unspoiled shoreline and beau
tiful woodland and wetland habitats.
Its uninterrupted forests make the pre
serve particu larly im pressive w hen
viewed from the water, and many visi
tors approach by canoe or small boat.

F

A well-marked system of trails mean
der through the preserve, offering strik
ing views from the 60-foot shoreline

cliffs and the opportunity to enjoy the
quiet woods. A trail brochure is avail
able at the preserve entrance.

“Balance Rock” parcel added to Femald’s Neck Preserve
he Maine Chapter recently acquired
a critical inholding at its Femald’s
N eck Preserve.

T
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Known as the “Balance R o ck ” lot
because of a huge rock that looks as if
a slight push could tip it over, this tract
includes three acres of forest and several
hundred feet of lake frontage.
This acquisition was made possible
in part through the generosity of V in
ton Harkness, Jr. and his mother, Ethel
Harkness, who were willing to sell the
Balance Rock lot to the Conservancy at
a bargain sale price. The Harknesses are
members of the Femald family, which
had owned Fernald’s N eck from the
early 1800s until shortly before its acqui
sition by the Conservancy in 1969.
T h is is the second addition to the
preserve since its founding. T h e last
3'
o addition was a 30-acre section donated
o
$ by Conservancy Steward Margaretta

Thurlow in memory of her mother, Hat
tie Lamb Femald.
T he Balance Rock purchase has been
funded by the Conservancy’s Femald
N eck endowment, raised by local resi
dents 20 years ago.
T h e Maine Chapter is grateful to the
Harknesses for th eir generosity and
interest in rounding out protection of
Femald’s Neck. T he addition of the Bal
ance Rock tract adds another striking
feature to one of the C hapter’s most
popular preserves.
— JT /JD

The Stewardship of Conservancy Lands:

Striking a Balance
A n Interview w ith Ju lie Henderson, D irector o f S cien ce and Stewardship
A t The Nature Conservancy, the term

“stewardship" means properly managing
the lands we own— remaining ever-mindful o f our mission to preserve the species and
natural communities whose survival depends
on our land-use decisions. A balance must
be struck between management for the
land’s natural features and o f compatible
human activities.
N ow that Sum m er has arrived, we
thought it a good time to discuss the Maine
Chapter’s preserves and our policies for
their use and enjoyment.
H o w m a n y p r e s e r v e s does th e
Maine C h a p t e r h a v e ?

T h e M aine C hap ter owns 87 pre
serves, including 55 individual islands.
These lands total over 18,000 acres and
are located throughout the state.

Are

th ey all o p e n to th e p u b lic ?

In general, Conservancy preserves are
open to the public for careful day use.
In 1990, over 3 3 ,0 0 0 people visited our
preserves; clearly, our lands are impor
tant places for hiking, nature study, and
passive recreation.
Certain preserves are more suitable for
v isita tio n , w ith m arked trails, easy
access, signs and brochures. However,
our primary purpose in protecting land
is the long term preservation of natural
habitats and the species that depend on
them. W e try to manage our preserves
to protect their natural features, while
at the same time allowing compatible
public uses and benefits.
For example, we do have several pre
serves that provide habitat for rare plants
and are particularly fragile, and we ask
that people visit these places only with
a Conservancy guide. Similarly, we have
many island preserves that protect nest
ing bald eagles, seabirds, and herons.
These islands are closed during the nest
ing season, from March 15 to August 15.
H o w do I fin d o u t w h e r e I c a n go ,
a n d w h e n a r e g u id e d trips o ffered ?

Our Chapter guidebook, Maine For
ever, gives descriptions and maps for
over 60 preserves. W e also have a free

preserve listing, preserve brochures, and
an Island Use Code, which lists all our
islands and provides guidelines for their
appropriate use. These are all available
from our Chapter office.
Our field trip program offers people
the opportunity to visit our preserves
with a knowledgeable leader and C on 
servancy staff person. Chapter field trips
are an ideal way to visit inaccessible or
particularly fragile preserves. Field trip
information can be found in the Spring
newsletter - but people need to sign up
early, because trips are very popular and
space is limited.

You m e n tio n e d

“ c a r e fu l day
u s e ”— ju s t w h a t does th a t m e a n ?

W e ask people to treat our lands as

preserves— as places to go for a walk and
enjoy the special beauties of the natu
ral world. Our preserves are closed dusk
to dawn, and camping in particular is
not allowed, because of its impact on
vegetation as well as the accompanying
risk of fire. Fires are permitted only on
coastal preserves and only if made well
below the high tide line.
W e also ask visitors to take their trash
away with them, to leave their pets at
home, and not to disturb the preserves’
plants and animals.

Why d o n ’t you

allow p e ts ?

This most often refers to dogs, though
on one occasion we encountered a vis
itor walking with his ferret on a seabird
nesting beach! To most people, the prob
lem inherent in that particular combi
nation is obvious. In the case of dogs, the
problem is decidedly less apparent.
W hile we appreciate the desire of dog
owners to share their time outdoors with
their pets, a nature preserve is not the
most appropriate place to walk a dog.
Dogs may disrupt the wildlife whose
habitat we have protected, and their
presence may also diminish other visi
tors’ enjoyment of the preserve.

H o w a b o u t h o rs e s , m o u n ta in bik es
a n d sn o w m o b iles?

In general, we are seeking to minimize
human impact, both for the sake of the
flora and fauna, as well as for the ben
efit of other preserve visitors. C onse
quently, all of the above would be pro
hibited on Chapter preserves. In a few
cases we do have annually renewable
agreements with snowmobile clubs to
use specifically designated trails on our
preserves.

Do you allow h u n t in g on y o u r
p reserv es?
T h e Maine Chapter recognizes that
hunting is a traditional use of M aine
land. W e have not, to this date, posted
any of our preserves against hunting,
except for a very few that are heavily
used by the public during hunting sea
son. These are posted to promote visi
tor safety.
T h e Nature Conservancy nationally
discourages hunting on its preserves
because it potentially introduces a sig
nificant human influence to a natural
system and therefore is contrary to basic
Conservancy preserve management pol
icy. However, the Conservancy takes
no position on hunting in general.
H o w do you k e e p tra c k o f so m a n y
p la c e s w ith only a fe w r e g u la r
staff?

T h e support and assistance of well
over a hundred regular v o lu n teers
enables us to responsibly care for our
many preserves. These dedicated people
h elp us w atch over our p ro p erties
throughout the year, assist with trail
m aintenance, lead field trips, and help
us tackle special problems as they arise.
W e also hire 4 - 6 summer staff mem
bers, mostly as caretakers for our most
popular preserves and m anagem ent
responsibilities. Visitors should look for
C o n se rv a n cy sum m er s ta ff at
Damariscove Island, Douglas M oun
tain, G reat Wass Island, Kennebunk
Plains, and Morse M ountain, and for
our year-round caretakers Stan and Ethleen Hamblen at our Indian Point Blagden Preserve.
For more information on the Chapter’s

8 7 preserves throughout Maine, please call
the Chapter office at (207)729-5181.
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Exemptions for
Eagles and Orchids
othing’s certain but death and
taxes, right? It can surely seem
that way at times. Yet fortunately for the
people of Maine, state law does give a
break on one form of taxation— prop
erty taxes— to “charitable and benev
olent” organizations such as churches,
hospitals, and conservation groups. The
resulting savings allow each organiza
tion to spend its precious funds direct
ly on its particular mission— co n 
tributing in some way to the quality of
life for Maine people.
As a non-profit, publicly supported
organization incorporated in the state
of Maine, the Maine Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy qualifies for prop
erty tax exemption on its preserves. As
of 1990, the Chapter had claimed and
been acknowledged as tax exempt by
28 towns and the State of Maine.
In other towns, the Chapter had
applied for reduced property valua
tions under Maine’s Farm and Open
Space Tax Law, since the Conservan
cy’s purpose in owning land was direct
ly in line with the purposes of the law.
In 1990, the Chapter made voluntary
payments to towns totaling $22,255,
primarily through the open space pro
gram.
Changes in the Open Space Law
and a desire for consistency among its
properties prompted the Conservancy
in 1991 to claim tax exemption on all
properties where it is eligible. A few
preserves are not currently eligible for
exemption because of rights retained
by the donor of the property; for exam
ple, a deed to the Conservancy might
retain for the donor the right to cross
the preserve to the shore.
A t a limited number of preserves, the
Conservancy makes a donation in lieu
of taxes to the town in recognition of
occasional town services (particularly
fire and police) which might be pro
vided. In this period of fiscal uncer
tainty, Maine Chapter staff are contin
uing to work with town assessors and
selectmen on issues of exemption, open
space valuation, and voluntary payments
at each of the chapter’s 87 preserves.
If you have a question regarding
property taxes and The Nature Con
servancy, please call Julie Henderson
— JH
at (207) 729-5181.

N
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Summer Caretakers
and Interns

O

nce again, the stewardship staff is
pleased to have a well-qualified
crew on hand to assist during our busi
est season.
Kyle Stockwell has come on board as
Stew ardship A ssistan t. H is jo b will
include boundary marking, preserve
maintenance, and other important stew
ardship duties. His background includes
a forestry degree from the University of
M aine and a preserve m anagem ent
internship with the Texas Chapter of the
Conservancy.
Polly H anis, stewardship ecologist,
will focus her efforts on inventory, pre
serve design, and stewardship planning
needs at the Waterboro Banens. A recent
graduate of the University of Vermont
Field Naturalist Masters Program, Polly
has gained valuable experience working

Help Fill the Gaps!
Preserve and Easement
Monitors Apply Here
or each of our properties, a volunteer
monitor helps us watch over the site
and fills out a brief annual report on its
condition. If you live or summer near
one of the following places and are inter
ested in a commitment of several years,
please consider becom ing a monitor.
Please note that island m onitors are
responsible for arranging their own boat
transportation.
P reserves :
Crumple Island, Beals
Upper Birch Island, Addison
Mill Creek Preserve and Falmouth

F

for the Vermont Chapter of the Conser
vancy as a preserve designer.
Peter Hodum and Betsy Banks will be
our caretaker/naturalists on Damariscove
Island this summer. Both graduates of
Bowdoin College and veteran environ
m ental educators, they have ample
experience in remote island living and
field research.
Gretchen Fisher of Colby College has
started work at Seawall Beach as our
plover/tem warden. Her two summers’
experience as park ranger on a heavily
used Boston Harbor island, combined
with her strong personal interest in birds,
should be especially helpful in dealing
with both the endangered birds and the
people on this beach.
W e are very fortunate to welcome
back Sara Stockwell, Douglas M oun
tain caretaker, and R on Tucker, Great
Wass Island caretaker. Both have done
great jobs in the past. Ron is going on
year four!

Foreside Preserve (transfer),
Falmouth
Moose River Preserve, Rockwood Pit.
Black Island, Jonesport
Mark Island, Jonesport
Man Islands, Jonesport
Newbold (Squid Island), Mount
Desert
Stone Island, Machiasport
Forbes Pond Marsh (transfer),
Gouldsboro
E asem ents :
Halifax Island, Jonesport
Seguin Island, Jonesport
C all or write Julie Henderson at the
Topsham office if you are interested in
joining the ranks o f stewardship vol
unteers.

Leon Gorman of L.L. Bean
Wins Conservancy’s Highest Award

eon Gorman, president of L.L. Bean,
Inc., has won the President’s C o n 
se rv a tio n A c h ie v e m e n t Award
(“P C A A ”) — T h e Nature Conservan
cy’s highest award. T h e P C A A recog
nizes key individuals whose efforts have

L

critica lly aided the C onservancy in
achieving its conservation goals.
T h e Maine Chapter nominated Mr.
Gorman for the P C A A to honor him for
the strong support that L.L. Bean, under
Mr. G orm an’s leadership, has consis
tently provided the Maine Chapter over
the past fifteen years.
L.L. Bean has supported the Maine
C h a p te r in th re e im p o rtan t ways:
through its major gift to the Chapter’s
B ig R eed Pond c a p ita l cam p aig n ;
through its steady and increasing annu
al support for the Chapter; and through
its innovative program of subsidizing
memberships in the Maine Chapter for
visitors to its Freeport store.
T h e Nature Conservancy plans to
present the P C A A to Mr. Gorman at
the Maine Chapter’s Annual Meeting
on August 3rd.
— WAM

“Show and Go”
Field Trips

W

e are delighted to again offer
trips to the following Chap
ter preserves. These trips are free,
and w ith the excep tion o f the
Indian Point-Blagden trips, require
no advance registration.

Barred Island Nature Walk
(Deer Isle)
Thursday, Aug. 15, 911:30 a.m.
M EET A T: Goose Cove Lodge
upper parking lot
This trip is timed to catch low
tide at Barred Island, a lovely
spruce-fir clad island connected
by a sand bar to the western end
of Deer Isle.
L EA D E R S: M am ie and Ken
Crowell, preserve stewards.
W H EN :

Bill Townsend Wins Feinstone Award

W

ell-known Maine conservation
ist and form er M aine C hapter
board ch airm an C lin to n B. ( “B ill”)
Townsend of Canaan has been named a
1991 winner of the Sol Feinstone Award,
a prestigious n a tio n a l con servatio n
award. T h e Feinstone Award, which is
administered by the College of Envi
ronmental Science and Forestry of the

State University of New York, honors
those whose voluntary efforts have made
outstanding contributions to improving
our natural environment. Having nom
inated Mr. Townsend for the Feinstone
Award, the Maine Chapter is especial
ly delighted that he has been so honored.
Bill Townsend has few peers as a ded
ica te d stew ard o f M a in e ’s n atu ral
resources. Since moving to Maine from
southern New England in the late 1950s,
he has given unselfishly of his time and
energy to almost all of M aine’s envi
ronm ental organizations. In 1967, he
d on ated In d ian and Fowl M eadow
Islands preserve on the Kennebec River
to the Conservancy. A partial listing of
his environm ental positions includes
Maine Chapter board chairman (19741 9 7 8 ), p re sid en t o f th e N atu ra l
Resources C ou n cil of M aine (1 9 6 5 1971), member, Land for Maine’s Future
Board (1988-present), and president of
the M aine C o u n cil o f the A tla n tic
Salm on Federation (1987-present).
T h e Maine Chapter plans to host a
reception honoring Bill Townsend in
Bangor in the fall.
— WAM

Crockett Cove Woods
Nature Walk (Deer Isle)
W HEN:

Mon., July 22, 9-11:30

a.m.
M E ET A T: Sunset Post Office,
Sunset
T h e cool, moist air at C rockett
Cove creates a spruce-fir “fog for
est,” lush with moss and lichens.
L E A D E R S : Marnie and Ken
Crowell, preserve stewards

Indian Point-Blagden
Preserve Nature Walks
(M t. Desert)
Friday mornings, July
12, 19 and 26. Please call
Peter Blanchard (207) 244-

W HEN:

5063 for exact times and for
registration.
M E E T A T: Preserve parking l o t
Natural history rambles on the
preserve’s m ain trails and per
spectives on the C onservancy’s
protection efforts in Maine.
L E A D E R : Peter Blanchard,
naturalist and Conservancy
coastal land steward.
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ver tiie past decade, the destruction
of Latin Am erica’s tropical forests
and the threat this poses to the global
e n v iro n m e n t h ave b eco m e widely
known. Recognizing the importance of
preserving th e trem endous n atu ral
resources of Latin Am erica, the Maine
Chapter has pledged $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 in support o f six con servatio n p ro jects in
Bolivia, M exico, and Panama. R ecent
issues of Maine Legacy have highlight
ed these projects and the associated
challeng es o f con servation in L atin
America.
In early May, M aine Chapter mem
bers received a fundraising appeal pack
age en titled , “From M aine Forest to
Rain Forest,” which communicated the
ecological and econom ic connections
between our state and Latin America.
A ll contributions to this appeal will be
directed to our Latin A m erican partners-in-conservation. W e are extrem e
ly pleased with the generous responses
to this appeal, and thank all our mem
bers who have expressed their concern
for the environm ent beyond M aine’s
borders.
In mid-May, as part of our campaign
for the rain forests, the M aine Chapter
held a series o f events featuring four
Latin A m erican conservation leaders
and G eoff Barnard, director o f the C on 
servancy’s L atin A m erica D ivision.
Reprinted here are G eoff’s introducto
ry remarks at a World Affairs Council
presentation on May 16.

G eoffrey S. Barnard

Vice President and Executive Director
The Nature Conservancy, Latin
American Program
he purpose of this discussion is to put
international conservation in a dif
ferent context. Normally, we in the con
servation community dwell on the envi
ronmental consequences of degradation
of the earth’s resources— the greenhouse
effect, global warming, air and water
pollution, deforestation and the loss of
the earth’s biological diversity— where
we are now losing one plant or animal
species every hour of every day.
Indeed, these are the issues that are
most important to me, personally and
professionally. But I’m not so naive as
to think that most of the world shares
my level of concern. More and more
conservation issues make it to the front
pages. But while this may be true, we
have to begin to recognize that funda
m e n ta l c o n se rv a tio n and n a tu ra l

T

resources issues are lurking behind many
of the global political stories that fill
the front pages:
Behind the deaths of tens of thou
sands in Bangladesh, for example,
are not solely natural forces or an act
of God. It’s the massive deforesta
tion of upland areas in India and
Nepal that has increased the severi
ty of flooding in Bangladesh’s river
delta lowlands.
Headlines report that the Cholera
epidemic in Peru is worsening every
day. And behind what looks like a
medical emergency is more accurately
an environmental emergency origi
nating from con tam in ated ocean
water, n o n -ex isten t sewage treat
ment, and lack of access to safe, clean
fresh water sources.
T h e fam in es in E th io p ia and
Su d an h av e im p o rtan t p o litic a l
dimensions, but the bottom line for
hundreds of thousands living on the
edge of starvation is desertification
and loss of productivity of the lands
where they live.
T h e war over Kuwait did not arise
solely from our outrage over the sub
jugation of one country by another,
nor from a titanic struggle between
democracy and tyranny. N o, both
sides collectively spent $100 billion
and 100,000 lives over the politics
and e co n o m ics o f a n atu ral
resource— oil.
So even the front pages suggest that
it is finally time that we fully consider
how natural resources shape our politics,

On May 15th, Kent Wommack (left),
Maine Chapter executive director,
presented a check for $75,000 to
Hermes Justiniano (center), executive
director o f Fundacion Amigos de la
Naturaleza o f Bolivia, and G eoff
Barnard, director o f the Conservancy’s
Latin America Division. The check
(blurred white object, center) represents
the first payment o f the Maine Chapter's
$300,000 pledge to land protection
projects in Bolivia, Panama and Mexico.
It has helped finance Bolivia’s first debt'
for'nature swap, which will include the
creation o f a long-term conservation fund
for that country.
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La Amistad International
Park, Panama

ploited forest. For the
foreseeable future, peo
ple will continue to rely
on biological resources
to m eet th e ir basic
needs, resources that are
b eco m in g ev er m ore
scarce. And if we are not
careful, the strong will
continue to impose their
will on the weak in order
to gain access to those
resources.
policies, and actions. And it is certain
T h e facts are staggering. A n area of
ly time that we in ject natural resource
rainforest
2 fi times the size of M aine is
realities into our foreign policy. W e need
lost
every
year and the rate of destruc
to invest time, effort, and
tion is increasing. Possibly
m oney in to laying out a
three-quarters of all species
long-term strategy for the
“The only con
o f plants and animals on
maintenance of the world’s
earth live in the rainforest.
served
wildland
biological systems. If we
W h en we go to the drug
whose
biodiversity
continue to make the globe
store, there is roughly one
less and less hospitable to
will survive is one
chance in four that the pre
our species, life itself will
that is thoroughly
scription we purchase owes
not end. W e will simply be
imbedded in the
its origin to active ingredi
replaced by more adaptable
brains, hearts, and
ents
derived from tropical
species. And I don’t know
plants
and animals. Multipocketbooks of
about you, but I don’t look
b
illio
n
-d o lla r industries
the society that
forward to being replaced
depend
on a variety of trop
by a cockroach!
contains it.”
ical fibers, latexes, oils, and
waxes as raw materials for
So where will the next
plastics, soaps, gums, paints, and lubri
“Persian G u lf’ be? N o one really knows.
cants. Wild tropical relatives of com 
But I will hazard a guess. T he next flash
mercial crops continually supply agri
points will be over com petition for the
cultural scientists w ith new gen etic
world’s dwindling supply of undepleted
materials to improve yields and increase
fisheries, uneroded farmland, untapped
pest and disease resistance. And all of
mineral deposits, oil reserves, and unex-

Help Wanted
O FFIC E V O L U N T E E R S
needed by our busy Topsham office.
W ill train.
R E Q U IR E M E N T : a willingness to
help.
C O M PEN S A T IO N : satisfaction that
comes from working toward the
conservation of M aine’s special
natural places.
If you would like to donate a few hours
and complete a discrete project, we need
volunteers to organize and catalog infor
mation on bald eagles, the slide library,
and research reports.

If you would like to donate a few hours
on a regular basis, we need people to
prepare for special events and recep
tions; update and maintain computer
ized databases, our map collection and
Chapter files; and generally help out by
performing administrative tasks.
If you are interested in any of the
above or would like to discuss other
office volunteer opportunities, please
call Suzanne Drew at 729-5181.

Special Thanks
• to Chuck Lakin of W aterville for
the truly wonderful shelving he built
and donated to the Chapter office;

this is true even before the much her
alded revolution in genetic engineer
ing. It is also true that growing rain
forests absorb more global warming
greenhouse gases than any other natu
ral system.
A s b io lo g ic a l resou rces b eco m e
scarcer, forests smaller, and deserts larg
er, it is n o t in co n ceiv ab le th a t the
world’s rainforests and other natural
lands may be the oil fields of the 21st
century.
W e must therefore take dram atic
a ctio n now to preserve this natural
resource base, if we are to avoid ugly
conflicts. My colleagues from M exico,
Bolivia, and Panama will describe pro
grams in their countries. But to sum it
up, Dr. Daniel Janzen, Professor of Biol
ogy at the University o f Pennsylvania
has said, “There are three steps to con 
servation in the tropics— save it, figure
out what you’ve saved, and put what
you’ve saved to work for society.” Dr.
Janzen adds: “T h e only conserved wild
land whose biodiversity will survive is
one that is thoroughly imbedded in the
brains, hearts, and pocketbooks of the
society that contains it.”
This is ultimately what our interna
tional program at T h e Nature Conser
vancy is about. A nd I ’m pleased to
report th at although th e ch allen g e
ahead is tremendous, there are extraor
dinary opportunities.
Thank you very much.
* * *
For more information on the Conser

vancy’s role in Latin American,conserva
tion efforts, please contact Johanna Thomas
at the Maine Chapter office.

• to Jo h n Stroud of N orth W aterboro for introducing us to Rudy Ross
and the AVX Tantalum Corporation,
which has donated utility shelves and
tables to the M aine office;
• to Bill Silliker of Saco, our devot
ed volunteer photographer, whom we
can ’t thank enough for enabling us to
visually com m u nicate the beauty of
M a in e’s landscapes and critters;
and
• many thanks to G e n e Ernest, a
M aine native now living in Anacortes,
W A, who is devoting a great deal of
time to marking preserve boundaries for
us this summer.
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Trade Land Gifts
Can Help Save
Natural Diversity

O

ne of the many ways habitat for
rare or endangered species or com
munities of species can be protected is,
very simply, by buying it. T his requires
funds and, inevitably, fund raising.
A n in n ov ativ e m ethod o f raising
money is through donations of “trade
lands.”
A trade land is almost any piece of
property that is not biologically signifi
cant. It can be a farm or an undeveloped
lot or a commercial building or a resi
dence. W hen lands without significant
natural values are donated, they can be
sold to provide funds for purchasing eco
logically significant lands within the state.
Several generous supporters of the
M aine C h a p te r have already made
important trade land gifts of properties
both within and without Maine. Thus
far, these gifts have primarily, but not
entirely, consisted o f small tracts of
undeveloped land. It is important to
note that before any such property is
sold, it is carefully inspected to ensure

that it does not, in fact, harbor any
endangered species or other significant
ecological aspects.
Tradeland gifts offer substantial and
tangible tax benefits to the donor. These
benefits result, first and foremost, from the
fact that the entire fair market value of a
gift of property may be deducted from
the donor’s income in determining fed
eral and state income tax. Second, a gift
of property which has appreciated in
value will avoid both the capital gains tax
that would be payable were the proper
ty to be sold and the continuing carry
ing costs of owning real estate that may
no longer be useful to the property owner.
Such costs, especially property tax, insur
ance and maintenance expenses can be
highly burdensome when a property is
not productive for the owner.
For some conservation-minded prop
erty owners, the real choice in today’s
slow real estate market may be between
a drawn-out and expensive effort to sell
an unwanted property, and a decision to
realize the substantial tax benefits of
donating the property as a trade land.
If such tangible benefits were not
enough, the owner will also have the satis fa c tio n o f h av in g su b sta n tia lly
enhanced the Conservancy’s ability to
protect M aine’s finest natural lands.
Perhaps you have a trade land you

New Trustee Nominations, Fiscal 1991-92
The following slate of officers has been
nominated:
Chairperson: Charles Micoleau
Vice Chairperson: Marilyn Rockefeller
Vice Chairperson: William Alcom
Vice Chairperson: Donald Mairs
Treasurer: John Lincoln
Secretary: Weston Bonney
The following individuals have been
nominated and will stand for election as
new Trustees:
Michaela Colquhoun (Castine). Finan
cial Management Consultant; Instructor at
Maine Maritime Academy. Previously
Director of Development Finance, Eastern
Maine Development Corporation; Vice
President, Morgan Stanley and Co.; Senior
Vice President and Treasurer, City Feder
al Savings; Vice President, Chemical Bank.
Barnard College and Columbia University
Graduate School of Business.
George F. Eaton, II (Bangor). Director,

J0 -M a in e
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Eaton, Peabody, Bradford and Veague. Pre
viously Law Clerk, Maine Supreme Judi
cial Court. Trustee, Bangor Water District
and University of Maine Law School Alum
ni Association; Board of Managers, Bangor
Children’s Home; Corporator, Eastern
Maine Healthcare; Director, Rosscare. Bowdoin College, University of Maine Law
School.
William E. Haggett (Bath). Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer, Bath Iron
Works Corporation. Trustee, Maine Mar
itime Academy and Member, Presidential
Commission on Merchant Marine and
Defense. Previously Co-Chairman, Insti
tute on the Maine Economy; Director,
Casco Northern Bank; Trustee, Colby Col
lege; Chairman, Bath City Council. Colby
College, Harvard University Graduate
School of Business Administration.
Ala H. Reid (York Harbor). Co-founder
and Principal, Grants Management Asso

Wish List
If you would like to make a taxdeductible donation of any of
the following, please contact
Suzanne Drew at (207) 7295181:
• IBM -compatible personal
computer
• Office desk
• M etal file cabinets
• Book shelves or bookcases
• Propane refrigerator for
Damariscove Island
• Lawn mower (manual or
gas) in good repair for
Damariscove Island
• Fiberglass dinghy for
Damariscove Island
• P.F.D.s and V H F marine
telephone for Damariscove
Island visitor and caretaker
safety

would like to consider donating to T h e
Nature Conservancy. If so, please call
Mason M orfit or Bill M cC ue in the
Maine Chapter office (729-5181).

— WAM

ciates. Formerly Executive Director,
Theodore Edson Parker Foundation; Con
sultant to United Way of Massachusetts
Bay, Voluntary Action Center of Metropoli
tan Boston, Onyx Corporation; Board Mem
ber, Associated Grantmakers of Mas
sachusetts, Boston Children’s Services, and
several other child-welfare organizations;
President, Junior League of Boston. Radcliffe College.
Dr. Nathaniel Thoreau Wheelwright
(Brunswick). Associate Professor of Biolo
gy, Bowdoin College; Director, Bowdoin
Scientific Station, Kent Island; Faculty
Associate, Department of Wildlife, Uni
versity of Maine, Orono. Previously
Researcher/Scholar in Spain, Costa Rica,
Nicaragua; Visiting Assistant Professor, Cor
nell University; Postdoctoral Fellow, Depart
ment of Zoology, University of Florida;
Member of Faculty, Organization for Tropical Studies, Costa Rica; Trustee, Natural
Resources Council of Maine. Yale Univer
sity, University of Washington.

i)
Annual Meeting
Reminder
ow many of you Mainers out there
have ever been to W ashington
County? W ell, here’s the opportunity
of a lifetime.
T he Maine Chapter will hold its 1991
Annual Meeting on August 3rd at Tide
M ill Farm in Edmunds, Maine. Please
join us for a full day o f field trips, lob
ster cook-out and an evening o f inspir
ing words about the Conservancy and

H

co n se rv a tio n in M a in e . E n jo y th e
unspoiled beauty o f q u in tessen tia l
“Down East” M aine on the shores of
Cobscook Bay. For details, please refer
to your Spring newsletter or call the
Chapter office at (2 07) 729-5181.

Annual Meeting
Wildlife and Nature
Photography Session
Sunday, Aug. 4, 6 :30 to
10:30 a.m.

W HEN:

W hiting Town Hall,
Route 1, W hiting

M E E T A T:

Trustee Bylaw Changes

C O ST:

n accordance w ith A rticle IV and
A rtic le IX o f th e M aine C h ap ter
Bylaws, the membership will be asked
to approve an amendment to the Bylaws
at the A nnual Meeting, to be held at 4
p.m. on Saturday, August 3, in Edmunds.
T h e proposed am endm ents to the
Bylaws are as follows (dashes indicate
deletion; underlinings indicate addi
tions) :
A rticle V, Section 2 : . . . N o member
of the Board may serve as an officer for
more than four (4 ) six (6) consecutive
years, of which no more than four (4)
consecutive years may be in the same
position (e.g.. Treasurer).
. . . any individual having completed
a period as Chairperson o f the Board
shall be eligible to serve as a Trustee

I

and as a member of the Executive Com
mittee for one additional year immedi
ately following com pletion of his/her
term as ChairpersonA rticle V. Section 8 : There shall be
an Executive Com m ittee which shall
consist of the officers, the immediate
past Chairperson for one year immedi
ately following com pletion of his/her
term (if ap p lica b le), and up to two
Trustees recommended by the C hair
person and ratified by the full Board of
Trustees.
T h e proposed amendments shall not
be valid until ratified in writing by the
President of T h e Nature Conservancy.
— Carol Wishcamper

Chairperson

$20

Please register at
the Annual M eeting on August
3, or call Johanna Thom as at the
Chapter office for more
information.

R E G IS T R A T IO N :

For those o f you who are planning
on attending our Annual M eeting on
August 3rd, why not make a weekend
of it? Join us for a morning photography
session with nature photographer Bill
Silliker. He will spend time covering
coastal and inland landscapes and plant
and animal photographic techniques
during a morning of touring the Down
East coast and M oosehorn W ild life
Refuge.
L E A D E R : Bill Silliker, Jr., nature pho
tographer.

We A re Qrateful F o r ♦♦♦
F o u n d a tio n S u p p o rt:

W e are grateful for the support of
the following foundations:
Davis Conservation Foundation
Fore River Foundation
M aine Community Foundation
S co tt Paper Company Foundation
N e w L ife M e m b e r s :

Any gift o f $ 1,000 or more to the
M aine C h ap ter Land Preservation
Fund provides a life membership for
the donor and spouse in T h e Nature
Conservancy. A ll such gifts furnish a
long-term source of support to help

save land here in Maine.
Brenda K. Bom
Ethel F. Harkness
Mrs. Elroy P. Master
W illiam L. N olan
C o r p o r a te S u p p o rt:

A n annual gift of $ 100 or more qual
ifies a business as a corporate member
of the Maine Chapter. W e are pleased
to have received support from the fol
lowing:
Brunswick-Bath Orthopedic
Associates
Digital Equipment Corporation

Penobscot County Conservation
Association, Inc.
David Rockefeller Fund
M e m o r ia ls :

Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by
the Maine Chapter:
Elizabeth A . Brignull
Leroy Humphrey
George Lutz
J. Folsom Paul
F. Stanley Sm ith
Wayne L. Treder
Julia A nna Voss
Egbert H. Walker
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Maine Legacy
Published four times yearly by the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, 122
Main Street, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine
04086; telephone (207) 729-5181. Submis
sions of articles, illustrations and photographs
are welcome.
Subscriptions to this newsletter are available
to members. Membership dues are as follows:
Life, $1,000 (one-time); Acorn, $100; Sup
porting, $50; Contributing, $35; Family, $25;
Subscribing, $15. More than 14,000 house
holds currently support the Conservancy’s
work in Maine.

TRUSTEES

W

e are extremely saddened to
report the passing of Stanwood Hamblen, caretaker of Indian
Point-Blagden Preserve on Mount
Desert Island. Since 1978, Stan and Eth and Stan Hamblen, Indian Point-Blagden
his wife Eth have cordially greeted Preserve caretakers.
visitors and worked to maintain the
trails at the preserve. Over the years, numerous letters have come into our office com
mending the Hamblens for their hospitality, commitment, and hard work.
The Conservancy could not have hoped for a more devoted or caring worker, and
we will miss Stan more than we can say.

Officers: Carol A. Wishcamper, Chair,
Freeport; Marilyn Moss Rockefeller, Vice
chair, Camden; William W . Alcorn,
V ice-chair, Bidde/ord; Charles J. Micoleau,
T reasu rer, Portland; Donald F. Mairs,
Secretary, Belgrade.
Trustees: Kenneth S. Axelson, Rockland;
Michael W . Aube, Bangor; William D.
Blair, Jr., Vinalhaven; Weston Bonney, Port
land; George W . Cochrane III, West Southport; Jane Holt de Frees, Rumford; Jean
M. Deighan, Bangor; Elizabeth Donnan,
Northeast Harbor; Horace A. Hildreth, Jr.,
Portland; Sherry Huber, Falmouth; John
Lincoln, South Freeport; Dr. Ray B. Owen,
Jr., Orono; Robert J. Piampiano, Portland;
Dr. Ralph H. Robins, York; Maurine P.
Rothschild, Dark Harbor; Dr. C. Tattersall
Smith, South Berwick.
Charter Honorary Trustee: Edward
T. Richardson, Jr., South Portland.

STAFF
Vice-president and Executive Director,
J. Mason Morfit; Associate Director, Kent
Wommack; Director o f Science and Steward
ship, Barbara St. John Vickery; Heritage
Program Director, John Albright; Director o f
Land Protection, Jim Dow; Director of
Development, William A. McCue; Director o f
Finance and Administration, Suzanne Drew;
Director o f Science and Stewardship, Julie
Henderson; Communications Coordinator,
Johanna Thomas; Administrative Assistant,
Stewardship, Jeanne Desjardins; Membership
Coordinator, Barbara Clark; Administrative
Assistant, Development, Joan Acord;
Administrative Secretary/Bookkeeper, Donna
Poseno; Receptionist, Carrie Higgins; Blagden
Preserve Caretakers, Stanwood and Etheleen
Hamblen.

Printed o n recycled paper.
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etw een now and O c t. 2, 1 9 9 1 , receiv e $ 2 .0 0 o ff th e original
price ( $ 1 7 .9 5 ) o f M aine Forever, second ed itio n . E n joy
exp lorin g this easy-to-use guide w h ich includes history, m aps, and
special features to m ore th a n 6 0 M a in e C h a p te r preserves.
Make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy ($15.95 per copy plus $2.00
shipping. Maine residents add 5% sales tax of $.80) and mail to Maine Forever,
Maine Chapter, The Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine 04086.

Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
P.O. Box 338, Topsham, ME 04086

0219294-4DC014-9202
Maine State Library
S t a t e H o u s e S t a * 64
A u g u s t a , ME 0 4 3 3 3

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

P AI D
The Nature Conservancy
Maine Chapter

